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BISM ARCK

CHAM BER

OF

B I S M A RC K, N O R T H

COM MERC E

D A KOT A

Ap~il 29, 1955
WORLD WAR MEMORIAL BUILDING
215 SIXTH STREET

TELEPHO NE 266

The Honora ble Usher L. Burdick
House Office Bui Id i ng
Washin gton, D. C.
Dear Mr. Burdick:
Attach ed hereto is a resolut ion passed by the Bismarck Chamb er
of Comm erce, Bismarck, North Dakota , at its regular monthl y
meetin g of March 9, 1955 .
Members of our organi zation will certain ly apprec iate whatev er
you can do to bring about the results as reques ted in the resolution.
Sincer ely, ·
BISMARCK CHMftBER OF COMMERCE

/.-

AJS:rw

N OR TH DAKOTA ST A T E C A PITO L

WHEREAS, construction of Garrison Dam on the Missouri River in North Dakota was authorized by the Congress of the United States in the Flood Control Act of 1944 to provide needed
protection against floods, for diversion of water for irrigation, municipal and industrial uses, for
production of hydro-electric power, for stream flow stabilization and pollution abatement, and
for many other uses and benefits; and,

WHEREAS, it has been determined through the co-ordinated study and efforts of the U. S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, the North Dakota State Water Commission, the Missouri Basin Inter-Agency Committee and other groups and agencies that the maximum normal operating pool level for the Garrison Reservoir should be established at 1850 feet
(above mean sea level) to insure maximum efficiency and maximum realization of the potential
benefits to be derived from the proiect; and,

WH.EREAS, the dam has been planned, des·lgned and constructed and all appurtenant parts
thereto have been planned, designed and constructed for the operation of the reservoir at this
pool level; and,

WHEREAS, the Garrison Dam and Reservoir profect is now over 80 per cent complete and
anything which would now have the effect of curtailing progress to complete the project would
result in a mafor loss of benefits to the stote of North Dakota, the Missouri River Basin and
the nation; and,
·
WHEREAS, only at this pool level will it be possible to insure the maximum production of
hydro-electric power for rural electrification, municipal and industrial use, which power,
according to studies by the Federal Power Commission, the Missouri Basin Inter-Agency Committee and others wi 11 be needed by these users as soon as it is available; and,

WHEREAS, the additional power revenues that would be earned by the power facilities at
Garrison Dam when the reservoir is operated at a maximum normal pool level of 1850 feet a·s
compared to a lower level are needed to permit the maximum development of irrigation in
North Oa kota; and,
WHEREAS,the operation of the Garri$on Reservoir at a maximum normal pool level of 1850
feet wi II grea.t ly enhance the feasibility and reduce the operating costs of the Garrison Diversion profect, whereby water will be diverted from the Garrison Reservoir into Central and Eastern
North Dakota for irrigation of over 1,000,000 acres of land, restoration of lakes and underground water levels, municipal an·d industrial water supplies, stream pollution abatement, recreation and other benefits; and,
WHEREAS, any reduction in the operating pool level of Garrison Reservoir would be a waste
of water and of the reservoir's capacity to store reserves of water for irrigation, hydro-electric
power production and other uses during periods of drouth; and,
WHEREAS, the Garrison Dam and Reservoir project plcm and designs include fu II and adequate provision for the protection of all communities and facilities in the proiect area, including
the City of Williston and irrigation profects and railroad facilities in its vicinity, from any
possible adverse effects which might be caused by operation of the maximum pool leve I of 1850
feet; and,

WHEREAS, the city of Bismarck and the people of Bismarck and the area around Bismarck
have a very real interest in insuring that the maximum potentia I of the reservoir be attained
from its operation so as to rebound to the welfare and growth and progress of the city, its people
and its surrounding area, and were the-refore among the first and most vigorous proponents of
Garrison Dam and Reservoir and st111 expect from it benefits and advantages limitable only by
the vision and ardor applied to its uti llzation;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors on this 9th day of March,
1955, that the Chamber of Commerce of ismarck, North Dakota, do hereby petition and request
the Congress of the Un ited States to withdraw al I restrictions on the completion of the Garrison
Dam and Reservoir profect to operate at the maximum normal operating pool level at 1850 feet
(above mean sea level), and to appropriate sufficient funds to enable the Corps of Engineers to
proceed with the proiect at an efficient rate in procurement of real estate for planning and construction of the project in order that maximum benefits from the profect may be realized by the
people of Bismarck, of North Dakota, of the Missouri .Basin and of the nation at the earliest
possible time; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be mailed to:
Gov . Norman Brunsdale Asst. Sec. of Interior Fred G . Aandahl Sen. William Langer
Sen. Milton R. Young
Rep. Usher L. Burdick
Rep. Otto Krueger

